
Classroom News

February 24 - 27

February 28 
No School - 

Institute Day 

February 29 
PTA: Parent/

Teacher Trivia 
Night 

* Turn in Reading 
Celebration 

calendar  

March 5 
Family Math and 

Reading Night

Reminders

Reading/ELA 

Current read aloud: The People of Sparks 
Reading focus: Figurative Language 

An important part of comprehension within a text requires 
students to understand the use of figurative language. After 
learning and completing various activities over the past two 
weeks, students worked on locating and analyzing figurative 
language within texts. They ended the week by reading and 
performing figurative language skits, as well as by participating 
in Dress Like an Idiom Day! 

Writing 

• Typed/Published opinion writing pieces 
• Began a new “Donut Competition” persuasive writing piece 

Math 

• Equivalent fractions 
• Simplifying fractions 
• Comparing fractions 
• Ordering fractions 
• Division review  

Social Studies 

After learning about Illinois becoming 
a state,  students were given the 
task to create a brochure on Illinois. 
These brochures are intended to 
represent our state - what it is 
known for, facts and stories behind 
our state seal, flag, symbols and 
more! 

Learning Focus

Social-Emotional Learning and development is a priority in our district. 
Since February, Mrs. Swerdlik, the school social worker, and Miss 
Hakes, the school social work intern, have been delivering social-
emotional curriculum to your child’s classroom. We are using the 
Second Step program to teach these critical skills. 

The Second Step program teaches skills in the following four areas: 

1. Skills for Learning: Students gain skills to help themselves learn, 
including how to focus their attention, listen carefully, use self-talk to 
stay on task, and be assertive when asking for help with schoolwork. 
2. Empathy: Students learn to identify and understand their own and 
others’ feelings. Students also learn how to take another’s 
perspective and how to show compassion. 
3. Emotion Management: Students learn specific skills for calming 
down when experiencing strong feelings, such as anxiety or anger. 
4. Problem Solving: Students learn a process for solving problems with 
others in a positive way. 

If you have any questions about the Second Step program, please do 
not hesitate to contact us for more information. You can access 
information for families by visiting the website at https://
www.secondstep.org, clicking Create Account, Add Activation Key, and 
using this code: SSP4 FAMI LY74.  

Thank you for supporting your child in learning the skills that lead to 
success in school and in life. 

A note from Mrs. Fitz

Mrs. Fitzgerald’s

Wearing the colors of the 
rainbow for Lincoln’s Reading 


